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ABSTRACT .
This paper reviews the major existing challenges and their possible mitigation of water Review

hyacinth. Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is a cosmopolitan invasive aquatic plant which  Pll: 5225199391700009-7
can tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions such as temperature, humidity,

illumination, pH, salinity, wind, current and drought. The plant is morphologically plastic with Rec. 05 Aug. 2017
a rapid mode of vegetative propagation that makes it well adapted to a long distance of Acc. 01Sep. 2017
dispersal and colonization under diverse ecological conditions. Origin of water hyacinth on pyb. 25Sep. 2017

the African continent was first reported in Egypt between 1879 and 1893; in South Africa in
1908, Zimbabwe in 1937, Zaire and Sudan in 1957, Senegal in 1964, Ethiopia in 1965, Nigeria
in 1983 and Uganda in 1987. Water hyacinth has a multitude of direct and indirect effects. The
main problems arising from the growth of Water Hyacinth in thick mats are: an enormous
water loss through evapotranspiration, that alters the water balance of entire regions; the
impediment to water flow, that increases sedimentation, causing flooding and soil erosion;
the obstruction of navigation; hampering fishing and dramatically reducing the catch and the Keywords
source of food and income for local populations; a drastic change in the physical and chemical
properties of water and in the environment in the water bodies invaded, with detrimental
effects on plants and animals; the reduction of the activity of electrical power stations,
jeopardizing the power supply of the country and a serious threaten to agricultural Ecology,
production, following the blockage of irrigation canals and drainage systems. Although water Management,
hyacinth is seen in many countries including Ethiopia as a weed and is responsible for many of
the problems outlined earlier in this fact sheet, many individuals, groups and institutions have
been able to turn the problem around and find useful applications for the plant. Water
hyacinth has received much attention in recent years due to its potential benefits as animal
fodder, aqua feed, water purification, fertilizer, biogas production. There are several popular
control mechanisms for preventing the spread of, or eradication of water hyacinth. The three
main mechanisms used such as biological, chemical and physical control.

Aquatic weed,
Challenges,

Water hyacinth

INTRODUCTION

Water Hyacinth belongs to Kingdom-Plantae, Order-Commelinids, Family-Pontederiaceae, Genus- Eichhoria
and Species-crassipes. Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is a cosmopolitan invasive aquatic plant which can
tolerate a wide range of environmental conditions such as temperature, humidity, illumination, pH, salinity, wind,
current and drought. The plant is morphologically plastic with a rapid mode of vegetative propagation that makes it
well adapted to a long distance of dispersal and colonization under diverse ecological conditions. It is one of the
most prolific aquatic plant which spreads at an alarming rate. It has spikes of light blue flowers and green color
roundish leaves with inflated bladder like petioles. Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), native to South America, but
now an environmental and social menace throughout the old world tropics, affects the environment and humans in
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diverse ways. Most of these are detrimental, although some are beneficial or potentially useful. Many of these effects
are due to its potential to grow rapidly and produce enormous amounts of biomass, thereby covering extensive
areas of naturally open water [1]. The extremely rapid rate of proliferation of Eichhornia crassipes results reduced
penetration of dissolved oxygen in water body, change in water chemistry, disruption of aquatic flora and increased
rate of water loss due to evapotranspiration. Eichhornia crassipes is very popular recently as animal feed, aqua feed,
water purification, fertilizer, biogas production, even food for human and other products [2, 3]. Therefore, it is
considered as a serious threat to biodiversity and recently massive attention has been given to its harvesting for use
as alternative plant protein source for livestock.

Origin and distribution of water hyacinth

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) species is common and widely distributed all over the world. Water
hyacinth are a free-floating perennial aquatic plant native to tropical and sub-tropical South America; with bright
green, waxy leaves and attractive, violet flowers that have yellow stripes on the banner petals. It is widely reported
that water hyacinth is indigenous to Brazil having first been described from wild plants collected from Francisco
River in 1824. By the early 1990s it had spread to virtually every country in the continent [4]. It is believed that the
water hyacinth was introduced first into the United States at the World's Industrial and Cotton Centennial Exposition
of 1884-1885 in Louisiana. Similarly Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes (Martius) Solms-Laubach), which is native to
the Amazon basin, Brazil [5, 6] became widespread throughout the world, also due to its attractive appearance. It is
commercially available as an ornamental for ponds. Its spread started with its deliberate introduction into North
America from Brazil, in the late nineteenth century, as an ornamental in ponds and subsequently escaped cultivation
[5][6].At present it occurs as a weed throughout tropical and subtropical regions of the world, including North and
South America, Africa, Asia, Australia and New Zealand.

Water hyacinth has invaded freshwater systems in over 50 countries on five continents; it is especially pervasive
throughout Southeast Asia, the southeastern United States, central and western Africa, and Central America [7-10].
On the African continent, water hyacinth was first reported in Egypt between 1879 and 1893; in South Africa in 1908;
Zimbabwe (1937); Zaire and Sudan (1957); Senegal (1964); Ethiopia (1965); Nigeria (1983) and Uganda (1987).
Penfound and Earle [4] reported that Water hyacinth spread through fragmentation of established plants and may
re-sprout from rhizomes or germinate from seeds. Dispersal also occurs by water-borne seeds and by seeds that stick
to the fit of birds. Migratory birds may be important in long distance dispersal [11]. The major means of dispersal, and
the most difficult to control, is active transport by people who, ignorant of its impacts, seek to propagate it in other
ponds and lakes. Humans also contribute to its spread in some areas by using the plant as a packing material and as
cushions in boats [11].

Although exotic aquatic weeds have been reported to be present in Africa since the end of the nineteenth
century [12] they started infesting massively African freshwater bodies during the early 1950s [13] and rapidly spread
in many countries. The growth of these weeds is extremely fast and this allows them to develop huge infestations in
areas where they had not been reported only a few years earlier. This plants invaded lakes, ponds, rivers, canals and
agricultural fields, becoming noxious weeds. The damage to the environment and the economy is enormous, having
a disrupting impact on agriculture, fisheries, production of electricity, transportation, health, means of sustenance,
living conditions and social structure. Water Hyacinth, Water Lettuce and Water Fern pose the most serious
problems.

Botanists and gardeners carry plants with them in their travels, and experts suspect that this is how the water
hyacinth came to East Africa in the 1980s. Due to its attractive flowers; it was probably brought over as an
ornamental for garden ponds [14]. The consensus is that Water Hyacinth entered Lake Victoria from Rwanda via the
river Kagera [15]. The exact time and place of introduction has been debated, but the plant is native to South
America, and therefore reached Lake Victoria due to human activity. It has spread prolifically, due to lack of natural
enemies, an abundance of space, agreeable temperature conditions, and abundant nutrients [16]. It increased
rapidly between 1992 -1998, was greatly reduced by 2001, and has since resurged to a lesser degree. Management
techniques include (hyacinth-eating) insect controls and manual beach cleanup efforts [17].

Water hyacinth, Eichhornia crassipes, was first reported in Ethiopia in 1965 in Koka Lake and the Awash River.
The Koka Lake (also known as Lake Gelila) is a reservoir in south-central part of Ethiopia created by the construction
of the Koka Dam across the Awash River [18]. Since the first invasion, in the above reservoir, the weed has also been
found in Lake Ellen and other rivers but never in the upper catchment of the Blue Nile until most recently. Sadly, in
September 2011, it was officially recognized that one of the top ten ecologically dangerous and worst invasive weed,
water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), infested Lake Tana [19]. Except speculation, the exact source of water hyacinth

To cite this paper: Awoke Mengesha T. 2017. A Review on Challenges and Opportunities of Water Hyacinth. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 7(5): 51-61; www.jlsb.science-line.com

52



infestation of Lake Tana is not known. The first infestations were found near the mouth of the Megech River on the
northern shores of the lake. This noxious weed is now abundant along 40 km of the northern and north-eastern
shoreline of the Lake, posing a significant threat to livelihoods, biodiversity, tourism and the general ecological
health of the Lake Tana ecosystem. The infestation is greater in the northern tip of the Lake at Demebia district and is
minimized towards the eastern tip of Libo-Kemkem district. A survey by a team of experts from the BoEPLAU
conducted in September 2012 puts the infestation level at 20,000 hectares compared to 4,000 hectares in 2011. The
2014 survey estimate of water 11 hyacinth coverage was nearly 50 000 ha shore area of the lake, greater than
doubled the 2012 coverage. Anteneh [20] Survey report revealed that water Hyacinth in Lake Tana the most
devastating area coverage by the weed was observed at Megech River mouth extended both east and north
direction with estimated ca. 34 500 ha (3162 ha thick, 2591 ha intermediate and 28687 ha scattered) and widely
distribution of daughter plants observed that moved forward by the assistance of the wave.

DISCUSSION

Morphology and biology of water hyacinth

Water hyacinth is a perennial herbaceous plant is a floating freshwater hydrophyte. It belongs to the Family
Pontederiaceae and all the species in the Genus Eichhornia are aquatic. Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) tends
to form mats on the water surface. Sometimes water hyacinth can be found growing in muddy soils near the edge of
an aquatic system. The leaves are arranged in a rosette. The plant is morphologically very plastic with a rapid mode
of vegetative propagation which makes it well adapted to long distance dispersal and successful colonization of
diverse ecological niches. It is one of the most prolific aquatic plants which spread at an alarming rate having spikes
of large blue flowers and roundish leaves with inflated bladder - like petioles. The leaf stem usually is somewhat to
completely swollen and filled with spongy tissue and thus acts as afloat. The blade of the leaf is oval to round and
usually much smaller than the leaf stem. The common water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) is vigorous growers
known to double their population in two weeks. Water hyacinth grows rapidly. Growth of more than one tone of dry
matter per day per hectare is not uncommon. One plant may be able to produce enough growth to cover 600 square
meters in one year. Infestation breaks up in to “rafts” that drift wherever the winds and currents take them, rapidly
infesting entire river systems [11].

Water Hyacinth shows considerable variation in both leaf and flower form and colour, also depending on the
age of the plant. The flowers are bluish purple, large and self-fertile. The seeds are produced in large numbers and
are contained in capsules, each capsule containing up to 300 seeds [21]. The seeds can remain viable for 5-20 years
[22].The plant can also reproduce vegetatively through the production of horizontal stolns.

Negative consequences of water hyacinth

Water hyacinth has a multitude of direct and indirect effects on almost all aspects of human life once a water
body on which man so much depends is invaded and covered by the weed mats [23]: fisheries; water supply;
hydroelectric power generation; human health; agriculture; transport; biodiversity; evapotranspiration and increased
cost of water treatment are some of the adverse effects. There are already negative environmental and economic
impacts caused by water hyacinth on Lake Tana and these include impairing and blocking of fishing grounds and
fish breeding areas, reduced fish catches and fish quality, reduced tourism potential, reduced recession agricultural
production and blockage of irrigation canals, loss of pasture lands and blocking of fishers movements could also be
mentioned. Health impacts include increase in vector-borne diseases such as malaria, bilharzias and health related
hazards from leeches and reptiles. Environmental impacts include deterioration in water quality, water loss through
evapo-transpiration and a decline of aquatic biodiversity. Water hyacinth can cause a variety of problems when its
rapid mat-like proliferation covers areas of fresh water. Some of the common problems are listed below:

Fish production. Once the water body is covered by the water hyacinth fishing activities will be curtailed as
landing sites would be inaccessible. Furthermore breeding sites will be reduced and fishermen take longer to reach
fishing grounds. According Kateregga and Sterner [24] report stated that water hyacinth mats invaded fishing
grounds and blocked waterways. For the individual fisherman, the hyacinth mats reduced their catch by covering
fishing grounds, delaying access to markets due to loss of output, increasing fishing costs due to the time and effort
spent clearing waterways, forcing translocation, and causing loss of nets. Mailu's [25] report cited the declines of fish
production by 14 percent, 37 percent, and 59 percent in the catches of Oriochromus (a large genus of tilapia), Clarias
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(a genus of catfish), and Mormyrus (a genus of bottom-feeding breams), respectively, in the Kenyan section of the
Lake Victoria. According to Twongo [11] noted that the weed mats sealed off breeding, nursery, feeding, and fishing
grounds for various inshore fish species, like tilapia and young Nile perch. The mats also had detrimental effects by
blocking light, severely reducing oxygen levels, and allowing poisonous gases, such as ammonia and hydrogen
sulfide, to accumulate.

Kateregga and Sterner [24] stated that the effect of the water hyacinth on the catch ability of fish in the Kenya,
Tanzania, and Uganda fisheries of Lake Victoria by incorporating the water hyacinth biomass as a negative factor in
the catch ability coefficient. The results indicate that the catch ability of fish in the Lake Victoria fisheries was reduced
by a factor of 2-45 percent during the period when the lake was highly infested by the water hyacinth. The
relationship between water hyacinth infestation and fish production is inversely. Kateregga and Sterner [24]
confirmed that the larger reduction in the catch ability of fish in Kenya's section was explained by the high
abundance of water hyacinth mats in this area, compared, to Tanzania and Uganda.

Weed problem. The fast growth of Water Hyacinth allowed the plant to build huge populations in its ranges of
introduction, developing dense mats on the surface of the water and becoming a major weed problem. It is
considered the worst aquatic weed in the world. The rapid increase and spread of the plant into new areas is due
particularly to its vegetative reproduction, a single plant being able to develop very rapidly a significant infestation.
Moving easily with water currents, winds or other accidental means, such as fishing nets and boats, the plant invaded
rivers, canals, ponds, lakes, dams and other freshwater bodies. Water hyacinth acts as a weed in paddy rice by
interfering with germination and establishment [1].The main problems arising from the growth of Water Hyacinth in
thick mats are (a) an enormous water loss through evapotranspiration, that alters the water balance of entire regions;
(b) the impediment to water flow, that increases sedimentation, causing flooding and soil erosion; (c) the obstruction
of navigation; (d) hampering fishing and dramatically reducing the catch and the source of food and income for local
populations; (e) a drastic change in the physical and chemical properties of water and in the environment in the
water bodies invaded, with detrimental effects on plants and animals; (f) the reduction of the activity of electrical
power stations, jeopardizing the power supply of the country; and (g) a serious threaten to agricultural production,
following the blockage of irrigation canals and drainage systems. The economy of the countries concerned was
therefore seriously affected in many aspects. This weed represents an environmental problem as well and indirectly a
public health problem, since it may create a microhabitat suitable for the breeding of many vectors of human
diseases and for hosting poisonous snakes.

Water Hyacinth is the principal aquatic weed in Africa. It is a weed problem in many countries, especially in
Egypt and East, West and South Africa. This plant appeared in Lake Kyoga in Uganda in the early 1980s and it also
occurs in Lake Kwania and down the Kyoga Nile. In 1988 it was observed in Lake Naivasha in Kenya. However, the
most disturbing development in the region during the 1990s was in Lake Victoria. In 1990 dense mats of this weed
were found interfering with fishing on the Tanzanian shore and during the same year mats were recorded on the
Ugandan shore and around the Sese Islands. In Zimbabwe the plant attained the status of noxious weed in the
1980s. It was first recorded in Lake Kariba in 1994 and by 1996 it infested over 200 ha. In the early 1990s Water
Hyacinth was also found in the Pangani River in Tanzania and the lower reaches of the Kagera River in Rwanda. In
Ethiopia around in September 2011, it was officially recognized that one of the top ten ecologically dangerous and
worst invasive weed, water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes), infested Lake Tana [19]. This plants invaded lakes, ponds,
rivers, canals and agricultural fields, becoming noxious weeds.

Ecological impact. That is just one of its ecological impacts. Water hyacinth also reduces biological diversity,
impacts native submersed plants, alters immersed plant communities by pushing away and crushing them, and also
alter animal communities by blocking access to the water and/or eliminating plants the animals depend on for
shelter and nesting. In Lake Victoria, African fishermen have noted that, in areas where there is much water hyacinth
infestation, the water is still and warm and the fish disappear [26]. They also complain that crocodiles and snakes
have become more prevalent.

The physical problems brought about by water hyacinth are now common knowledge. Water hyacinth mats
clog waterways, making boating, fishing and almost all other water activities impossible. Many large hydropower
schemes are suffering from the effects of water hyacinth.

According to Makhanu [27] revealed that Water supply will be affected as intake works would be clogged and
the irrigation canals will be clogged or their hydraulic efficiency drastically reduced. Transport by ships or boats will
be hindered. Also, evapotranspiration is increased as loss of biodiversity in the water body covered by the water
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hyacinth. The cost of purifying water tainted by water hyacinth will be increased tremendously. Hydroelectric power
production will be affected since turbines would be clogged resulting into expensive repair, overhaul and
maintenance. Human health will be affected in many ways: shoreline mats are habitats for certain snails
(schisostomia vectors) and mosquitoes which spread malaria. Agriculture will be adversely affected [27].

Hindrance to water transport. Access to harbors and docking areas can be seriously hindered by mats of
water hyacinth. Canals and freshwater rivers can become impassable as they clog up with densely intertwined
carpets of the weed. It is also becoming a serious hazard to lake transport on Lake Victoria as large floating islands of
water hyacinth form, while many of the inland waterways of south East Asia have been all but abandoned. Water
hyacinth mats are difficult or impossible to penetrate with boats, and even small mats regularly foul boat propellers.
This can have a severe effect on transport, especially where water transport is the norm [1].

Blockage of irrigation, hydropower and water supply systems. Many large hydropower schemes are
suffering from the effects of water hyacinth. The Owen Falls hydropower scheme at Jinja on Lake Victoria is a victim
of the weeds rapid reproduction rates and an increasing amount of time and money has to be invested in clearing
the weed to prevent it entering the turbine and causing damage and power interruptions. Water hyacinth is now a
major problem in some of the world’s major dams - the Kariba dam which straddles the Zambia-Zimbabwe border
on the Zambezi River and feeds Harare has pronounced infestations of the weed. Cock [1] revealed that Water
hyacinth replaces existing aquatic plants, and develops floating mats of interlocked water hyacinth plants, which are
colonized by several semi-aquatic plant species. As succession continues, floating mats dominated by large grasses
may drift away or be grounded. This process can lead to rapid and profound changes in wetland ecology, e.g.
shallow areas of water will be converted to swamps. In slow-moving water bodies, water hyacinth mats physically
slow the flow of water, causing suspended particles to be precipitated, leading to silting. The reduced water flow can
also cause flooding and adversely affect irrigation schemes. Water hyacinth acts as a weed in paddy rice by
interfering with germination and establishment.

Reduction of biodiversity. Where water hyacinth is prolific, other aquatic plants have difficulty in surviving.
This causes an imbalance in the aquatic micro-ecosystem and often means that a range of fauna that relies on a
diversity of plant life for its existence will become extinct. Diversity of fish stocks is often affected with some
benefiting and others suffering from the proliferation of water hyacinth. People often complain of localized water
quality deterioration. This is of considerable concern where people come to collect water and to wash. Cock [1]
stated that Water hyacinth has direct effects upon water chemistry. It can absorb large amounts of nitrogen and
phosphorus, other nutrients and elements. It is this ability to pick up heavy metals which has led to the suggestion
that water hyacinth could be used to help clean industrial effluent in water. By absorbing and using nutrients, water
hyacinth deprives phytoplankton of them. This leads to reduced phytoplankton, zooplankton and fish stocks.
Conversely, as the large amounts of organic material produced from senescent water hyacinth decompose, this leads
to oxygen deficiency and anaerobic conditions under the floating water hyacinth mats. These anaerobic conditions
have been the direct cause of fish death, and changes in the fish community by eliminating most species at the
expense of air breathing species.

Increased evapotranspiration. Various studies have been carried out to certain the relationship between
aquatic plants and the rate of evapotranspiration compared with evaporation from an open-surfaced water body.
Saelthun [28] suggests that the rate of water loss due to evapotranspiration can be as much as 1.8 times that of
evaporation from the same surface but free of plants. This has great implications where water is already scarce. Itis
estimated that the flow of water in the Nile could be reduced by up to one tenth due to increased losses in Lake
Victoria from water hyacinth. Water hyacinth is reported to cause substantially increased loss of water by evapo-
transpiration compared to open water, although this has recently been challenged. Displacement of water by water
hyacinth can mean that the effective capacity of water reservoirs is reduced by up to 400 m® of water per hectare,
causing water levels in reservoirs to fall more rapidly in dry periods. Water displacement, siltation of reservoirs and
physical fouling of water intakes can have a major impact on hydroelectric schemes [1].

Problems related to fishing. Water hyacinth can present many problems for the fisherman. Access to sites

becomes difficult when weed infestation is present, loss of fishing equipment often results when nets or lines
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become tangled in the root systems of the weed and the result of these problems is more often than not a reduction
in catch and subsequent loss of livelihood. Infestations make access to fishing grounds increasingly time consuming
or impossible, while physical interference with nets makes fishing more difficult or impractical. Some fishing
communities in West Africa have been abandoned as a direct result of the arrival of water hyacinth [1]. In areas where
fishermen eke a meager living from their trade, this can present serious socio-economic problems. Edward [30]
stated water hyacinth infestation in Lake Tana is a threat to the fishing industry that supports the livelihood of an
estimated 20,000 riparian communities and who are dependent on this natural resource. A reduction in water levels
during the dry season (October to May but peak between July and September) caused large amounts of the water
hyacinth to die and decomposition of the water hyacinth caused massive algal blooms which affected the taste of
the fish with the result that fisher folk were unable to sell their catch. The impacts of this weed are similar to those on
Lake Victoria. Fishermen on Lake Victoria have also noted that, in areas where there is much water hyacinth
infestation, the water is ‘still and warm and the fish disappear. They also complain that crocodiles and snakes.
Conversely, as the large amounts of organic material produced from senescent water hyacinth decompose, this leads
to oxygen deficiency and anaerobic conditions under the floating water hyacinth mats. These anaerobic conditions
have been the direct cause of fish death, and changes in the fish community by eliminating most species at the
expense of air breathing species. Stationary mats of water hyacinth also shade out bottom growing vegetation,
thereby depriving some species of fish, of food and spawning grounds. The potential impact on fish diversity is
enormous.

Micro-habitat for a variety of disease vectors. The diseases associated with the presence of aquatic weeds in
tropical developing countries are among those that cause the major public health problems: malaria, schistosomiasis
and lymphatic filariasis. Some species of mosquito larvae thrive on the environment created by the presence of
aquatic weeds, while the link between schistosomiasis (bilharzia) and aquatic weed presence is well known.
Although the statistical link is not well defined between the presence of aquatic weeds and malaria and
schistosomiasis, it can be shown that the brughian type of filariasis (which is responsible for a minor share of
lymphatic filariasis in South Asia) is entirely linked to the presence of aquatic weeds. Cock [1] reported that water
hyacinth encourage the vectors of several human diseases, including the intermediate snail hosts of bilharzia
(schistosomiasis) and most mosquito vectors, including those responsible for the transmission of malaria,
encephalitis and filariasis. In parts of Africa, water hyacinth mats are reported to provide cover for lurking crocodiles
and snakes.

Positive consequence of water hyacinth

Although water hyacinth is seen in many countries including Ethiopia as a weed and is responsible for many of
the problems outlined earlier in this fact sheet, many individuals, groups and institutions have been able to turn the
problem around and find useful applications for the plant. A water hyacinth composition have more than 95%
water, has a fibrous tissue and a high energy and protein content, and can be used for a variety of useful
applications. Water hyacinth harvests have been put into valuable uses in several countries. Methods of converting
the plant material into valuable products have emerged. Apart from its ornamental value, the plant has been found
useful as a source of animal feed [30] as a source of fertilizers for use in agriculture [31, 32], a source of bio- mass
energy, a source of raw materials for building, handcraft making, paper and boards. In addition the plant has been
found to be useful as a filter worth of solving man created problems of pollution in water bodies. However all the
potential uses of the water hyacinth do not promote utilization of the weed to the level that qualifies it as a viable
control option [33].

Animal fodder. Studies have shown that the nutrients in water hyacinth are available to ruminants. In
Southeast Asia some no ruminant animals are fed rations containing water hyacinth. In China pig farmers boil
chopped water hyacinth with vegetable waste, rice bran, copra cake and salt to make a suitable feed. In Malaysia
fresh water hyacinth is cooked with rice bran and fishmeal and mixed with copra meal as feed for pigs, ducks and
pond fish. Similar practices are much used in Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand [35]. The high water and
mineral content mean that it is not suited to all animals. In Bangladesh, huge amount of Eichhornia crassipes are
produced due to large number of rivers, ponds, lakes and other water reservoirs. In many coastal areas of the
country, Eichhornia crassipes is commonly used as forage for cattle either as basal feed resource or supplement to a
diet consists of sugarcane, molasses and cereal straws.

To cite this paper: Awoke Mengesha T. 2017. A Review on Challenges and Opportunities of Water Hyacinth. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 7(5): 51-61; www.jlsb.science-line.com

56



The use of water hyacinth for animal feed in developing countries could help solve some of the nutritional
problems that exist in these countries. Animal feed is often in short supply and although humans cannot eat water
hyacinth directly, they can feed it to cattle and other animals which can convert the nutrient into useful food
products for human consumption.

Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) an abundantly available aquatic plant of many country considered
menace and the age old tradition believe that if this plan is fed to animal it will affect the health of the animals with
severe diarrhea and suffer from salt imbalances. Many authors stated the utilization of Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia
Crassipes) for livestock feed in different form. Many authors stated the utilization of Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia
Crassipes) for livestock feed in different form. According to Villadolid and Bunag [35] have given a short but useful
review of the uses of water hyacinth for animal, fish and human food. Sharma [36] has also discussed the uses of
water hyacinth for livestock food. There is also reference is made to the harvesting of water hyacinth in Bangladesh,
India, Indonesia and the Sudan to feed livestock.

Basket work. In the Philippines water hyacinth is dried and used to make baskets and matting for domestic
use. The key to a good product is to ensure that the stalks are properly dried before being used. If the stalks still
contain moisture then this can cause the product to rot quite quickly. In India, water hyacinth is also used to produce
similar goods for the tourist industry. Traditional basket making and weaving skills are used.

Biogas production. The possibility of converting water hyacinth to biogas has been an area of major interest
for many years. Conversion of other organic matter, usually animal or human waste, is a well-established small and
medium scale technology in a number of developing countries, notably in China and India. The process is one of
anaerobic digestion which takes place in a reactor or digester (an air tight container usually sited below ground) and
the usable product is methane gas which can be used as a fuel for cooking, lighting or for powering an engine to
provide shaft power. The residue from the digestion process provides a fertilizer rich in nutrients.

Water purification. Water hyacinth can be used to aid the process of water purification either for drinking
water or for liquid effluent from sewage systems. A drinking water treatment water hyacinth has been used as part
of the pretreatment purification step. Clean, healthy plants have been incorporated into water clarifiers and help
with the removal of small flock that remain after initial coagulation and flock removal or settling [37]. Water hyacinth
roots naturally absorb pollutants, including such toxic chemicals as lead, mercury, and strontium 90 (as well as some
organic compounds). The result is a significant decrease in turbidity due to the removal of flock and also slight
reduction in organic matter in the water. Water hyacinth is already being used to clean up waste water in small scale
sewage treatment plants. Phyto remediation used for removing heavy metals and other pollutants is a newly
developed environmental protection technique. In sewage systems, the root structures of water hyacinth (and other
aquatic plants) provide a suitable environment for aerobic bacteria to function. Aerobic bacteria feed on nutrients
and produce inorganic compounds which in turn provide food for the plants. The plants grow quickly and can be
harvested to provide rich and valuable compost. Water hyacinth has also been used for the removal or reduction of
nutrients, heavy metals, organic compounds and pathogens from water [30].

Fertilizers. Water hyacinth can be used on the land either as a green manure or as compost. As a green
manure it can be either ploughed into the ground or used as mulch. The plant is ideal for composting. After
removing the plant from the water it can be left to dry for a few days before being mixed with ash, soil and some
animal manure. Microbial decomposition breaks down the fats, lipids, proteins, sugars and starches. The mixture can
be left in piles to compost, the warmer climate of tropical countries accelerating the process and producing rich
pathogen free compost which can be applied directly to the soil. The compost increases soil fertility and crop yield
and generally improves the quality of the soil.

Compost can be made on a large or small scale and is well suited to labour intensive, low capital production. In
developing countries where mineral fertilizer is expensive, it is an elegant solution to the problem of water hyacinth
proliferation and also poor soil quality. In Sri Lanka water hyacinth is mixed with organic municipal waste, ash and
soil, composted and sold to local farmers and market gardeners.

Fish feed. At the same time, the water hyacinth is believed to have promoted fish diversity, particularly smaller
species and the young. Mechanisms for this include providing shelter from predators as well as reducing fishing
pressure. It enhanced the abundance of lungfish and Haplochromines (riverine “haps”) and depressed the number of
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tilapias and Synodontis, a member of the catfish genus [39]. The author confirmed that thus, structural changes in
the species composition of Lake Victoria’s fish stocks may have been induced by the water hyacinth infestation of the
lake

The Chinese grass carp is a fast growing fish which eats aquatic plants. It grows at a tremendous rate and
reaches sizes of up to 32 kg [34]. It is an edible fish with a tasty white meat. It will eat submerged or floating plants
and also bank grasses. The fish can be used for weed control and will eat up to 18 - 40% of its own body weight in a
single day [30].

Other fish such as the tilapia, silver carp and the silver dollar fish are all aquatic and can be used to control
aquatic weeds. The manatee or sea cow has also been suggested as another herbivore which could be used for
aquatic weed control.

Water hyacinth has also been used indirectly to feed fish. Dehydrated water hyacinth has been added to the
diet of channel catfish fingerlings to increase their growth [30]. It has also been noted that decay of water hyacinth
after chemical control releases nutrients which promote the growth of phytoplankton with subsequent increases in
fish yield [30].

Strategy for management of water Hyacinth

There are several popular control mechanisms for preventing the spread of, or eradication of, water hyacinth.
Water hyacinth control methods fall into three main categories: physical, chemical and biological [39]. Its use as a
livestock feed is considered as an effective physical control method. The best method of controlling water hyacinth is
to prevent it from being introduced in to a marine and fresh water system. This can be done by educating the public
about the problems that occur from disposal of unwanted water garden or aquarium plants in to marine and fresh
water systems or by not properly cleaning boats, trailers, other water sports equipment, bait buckets, or fishing
equipment to remove all plant material before moving the equipment to another fresh water system or within the
lake boundaries itself.

Biological control is the most widely favored long term control method, being relatively easy to use, and
arguably providing the only economic and sustainable control. Below we will briefly discuss each of these methods.

Mechanical control. Mechanical removal requires mechanical harvesters, self-tipping dump trucks, personnel
(site supervisors, mechanics, and laborers), and disposal site for the removed weed biomass, push-boats, floating
barriers, fuel and lubricants as the minimum items for implementation. Costs of removal per hectare are dependent
on size of the infested area, distance to disposal site, density of the weed, accessibility of the areas infested and
potential for re-infestation. It is not suitable for large infestations and is generally regarded as a short-term solution.
For example Westerdahl and Getsinger [40] confirmed that mechanical controls such as harvesting have been used
for nearly 100 years in Florida, but are ineffective for large scale control, very expensive, and cannot keep pace with
the rapid plant growth in large water systems. The total cost per hectare is 681.3 USD [41] but costs of 250 USD per
hectare have been reported. Manual /mechanical methods: For small ponds or lakes infested with water hyacinth,
harvesting and removal of plant material from the water can be attempted. Care must be taken to remove all plant
material, including small fragments. Removal of water hyacinth can be integrated with the preparation of organic
fertilizer, so that it can add value for the community by preparing compost, silage for cattle feed and fish feed around
each spots of removal sites. Effectiveness of manual control can be limited by wind movements, expansive mats
covering large expanse area, location of infestation, water depth. In Lake Tana water hyacinth control efforts were
implemented in a spirited way but there were challenges related namely; health threats of bilharzias, leech bites,
malaria and cold water environment. Lack of appropriate equipment and protective wear and lack of support in
initial stages were among the challenges [29].

Biological control. Biological control is the most widely favored long term control method, being relatively
easy to use, and arguably providing the only economic and sustainable control. Three insects and a fungus have
been extensively studied and subsequently released to control water hyacinth. According to Grodowitz, M.J.
[42].these three insects have been released for the biological control of water hyacinth. These include two weevil
species (Neochetina spp.) and a moth (Sameodes albiguttalis). Unfortunately large scale reductions in water hyacinth
populations did not occur. Instead insect predation reduced plant height, decreased the number of seeds produced,
and decreased the seasonal growth of the plants. This, in turn, allowed better boat access into plant mats, reduced
use of herbicides, and resulted in less plant problems. In Louisiana, the seasonal growth of water hyacinth was
reduced from a high of over 400,000 hectares per year to lows of only about 80,000 hectares. However this method

To cite this paper: Awoke Mengesha T. 2017. A Review on Challenges and Opportunities of Water Hyacinth. J. Life Sci. Biomed. 7(5): 51-61; www.jlsb.science-line.com

58



needs multidisciplinary study prior to introduce exotic species to water ecosystem that might cause for massive
degradation of the resource. Grazing: most animals, except rabbits, do not readily eat the plant, possibly because its
leaves are 95 percent water and have high tannin content. Rehabilitating some hotspot shores by wetland plants like
papyrus is one of the remedy to overcome water hyacinth dominance. Papyrus serves as biological control.
According to Anteneh [20] Survey repot in Lake Tana the infestation water hyacinth was highest in the areas which
indigenous Macrophytes such as papyrus devastated area. However area where papyrus is dominant, water hyacinth
coverage becomes limited, because of Papyrus out competes water hyacinth.

Chemical control. Water hyacinth can be controlled using glyph sate as a foliar spray and copper complexes
used only as a foliar spray. But herbicide use is more highly regulated in aquatic systems than in terrestrial systems.
Chemical control, through the use of certain herbicides such as 2, 4-D or glyphosate, seems to be an economically
feasible option in some countries, but not in others with less economic development. Westerdahl and Getsinger [40]
report excellent control of water hyacinth by the use of the aquatic herbicides 2, 4-D or diquat. Chemical control is
the least favored due the unknown long-term effects on the environment and the communities with which it comes
into contact. In addition, in many countries public opinion is strongly against the use of chemicals in water, which is
used for drinking purposes. So that cannot be recommended at this moment. Even though Manual removal requires
a large labor force, and Governments of the developing world do not always have the means to pay for this
operation, this would seems the best means of controlling the water hyacinth in Lake Tana.

CONCLUSION

Water hyacinth are negative environmental and economic impacts these include impairing and blocking of
fishing grounds and fish breeding areas, reduced fish catches and fish quality, reduced tourism potential, reduced
recession agricultural production and blockage of irrigation canals, loss of pasture lands and blocking of fishers
movements could also be mentioned. Health impacts include increase in vector-borne diseases such as malaria,
bilharzias and health related hazards from leeches and reptiles. Environmental impacts include deterioration in water
quality, water loss through evapotranspiration and a decline of aquatic biodiversity. In conclusion, water hyacinth
can be brought to make compost, mulching and to clean the sewage. It is a good way to change waste products into
useful things. Apart from its ornamental value, the plant has been found useful as a source of animal feed as a source
of fertilizers for use in agriculture, a source of bio- mass energy, a source of raw materials for building, handcraft
making, paper and boards. In addition the plant has been found to be useful as a filter worth of solving man created
problems of pollution in water bodies. More research is needed in order Water hyacinth has a multitude of negative
consequences on economical, ecological and social. Current measurements were also made and they indicate that
the wind is the main driving force of currents in the area. They also show that the circulation in the gulf is mainly
horizontal rather than vertical. Water hyacinth could be an excellent source of proteins, vitamins, and minerals, and
could be of particular value as a dietary supplement in countries where human diets are generally deficient in these
nutrients. Water hyacinth control methods fall into three main categories: physical, chemical and biological. Its use as
a livestock feed is considered as an effective physical control method.
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